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	Bob has broad agronomic experience in a wide range of horticultural crops, he works in developing sustainable management systems and promoting linkages between these industries and urban community. He is responsible for the Western Australian Department of Agriculture’s horticultural compost development program and this work continues to quantify benefits, develop management to maximise those benefits and to identify and promote quality requirements for the use of compost, principally in vegetable production. 

	Key Experience:
· Lead several study tours within Australia and the United States to identify the production and use of compost in agriculture, principally vegetable production.

· Has contributed to developing a greater understanding of how the reuse of organic wastes in agriculture will contribute to improved productivity and to managing the quality of soil and water resources.
· Has presented extensively in Australia and overseas on work to quantify the benefits and quality requirements for compost use in vegetable and other intensive industries.

· Promotes and supports system approach to developing improved farming practices that have contributed to improved production in a number of industries.

	· Continues to work with growers, community and government agencies to develop agricultural markets for recycled organic products.

· Actively promotes the strategic importance of agriculture and associated rural areas in the land use planning and its importance for urban development and sustainability.
· Centrally involved with establishing CompostWA (Western Australia), its policy position and development of compost quality and the need for appropriate standards.

· Current work focuses on developing sustainable systems that integrate managing soil performance (building organic carbon) with best practice fertiliser, irrigation and pest management.
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